
ᒋᓵᒋᐦᐄᑎᓐ chisâchihîtin ‘I love you’ : How to teach and learn the 
infamous Algonquian Transitive Animate Verb 

 
Verbs in Algonquian Language fall into four major classes, based on the animacy and 
transitivity of their subject and object: Intransitive verbs with an inanimate (VII) or an 
animate (VAI) subject, and Transitive verbs with an inanimate (VTI) or an animate (VTA) 
object, as illustrated in these East Cree examples [1] : 
 
ᒪᓯᓈᑌᐤ᙮ masinaateu. (VII) ‘It is written.’ 
ᒪᓯᓈᓲ᙮ masinaasuu. (VAI) ‘She (her name) is written down.’ 
ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐊᒻ᙮ masinaham. (VTI) ‘She is writing it.’ 
ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐧᐁᐤ᙮ masinahweu. (VTA) ‘She writes him (his name) down.’ 
 
The Transitive Animate Verb (VTA) class contains the richest inflection of all four classes, 
numbering over 800 forms in a language like Innu [2]. Such complexity often has the 
effect of relegating the VTA to advanced levels of language learning, of only considering 
subsets that match English or French verb conjugation, or of simply ignoring it in 
curriculum plans. It is also often the last properly documented.  
In this presentation, we survey existing pedagogical approaches to teaching the VTA for 
first and second language learners, outlining the pitfalls and positive models. We then 
propose a pedagogical progression based on frequency of use and on developing 
morphological awareness.  
We illustrate this with concrete examples in the development of online learning 
materials for East Cree and Innu, with a focus on Verb conjugation from a “Word and 
Paradigm” approach [3] integrated into a conversational approach.  
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